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Involvement of the Mafia and Cuban 
President Fidel Castro in the assassina- 
tion of President John F. Kennedy has 
been given a new and intriguing twist in 
the stilkmreleased report of the House 
Assassinations Committee. - 
We broke the first version of the 
“Cuban connection” in 1967,- as it was 
told to us by the late mobster John : 
Roselii. While the committee .doesn’t 
buy his story in. its entirety, our reports 
sparked an investigation that led to a 
variation of the Roselli theory as one of : 
the possible scenarios of . the Dallas as- 
sassination..-.-, ?,>»-;****» --:Z V »-r.< 

- Roselli. told usi that Mafia hirelings, 
with the blessing oNthe Central Inteili* 
gence- Agency, weresent to Cuba to kill 
Castro. The-; dictator had- earned the 
mob’s enmity by cutting off. their lucra- £ 
tive gambling- and,, other interests in.' 
Cuba. The would-be assassins were tap- \ 
tured by Castro, Roselli told us^ “turned 
around” under torture and persuaded 
.to direct. their murderous efforts .to- 
ward Kennedy, jrr . ■ ;p; r<^yrt V.& 
The Assassinations- Committee’s ver- 
sion gives a more plausible motivation 
for the mob’s involvement — ihat the 
.Mafia, like Castro, had its own reasons 
for wanting to- kill Kennedy. The. alli- 
ance, if there was one, was voluntary- 
, The committee doubts Roselli’s story*- 
of ^forced tum-around by the Mafia hit ' 
■ men after- torture.: “The- committee 
found it more, difficult to dismiss the 
possibility that .the Mafia; although not • 
turned around by Castro, might have 
voluntarily turned around with him,” 

.the report'states." “:-v ~ 

The committee notes that by 196$ the 
mob “may have lost their motivation to 


assassinate Castro” because the growing 
Soviet presence in Cuba made it un- 
likely that he would be overthrown and 
the country reopened to Mafia opera- 
tions. w- .. r . • • 

- On the other hand, the committee re- 
port says, the mob “had been given suf- 
ficient reason to eliminate President 
Kennedy.” By 1962, both Castro and the. 
Mafia were hurting financially, “chiefly 
as a result of pressures applied to each, 
by the Kennedy administration,”' the re-, 
port, notes.. It adds: “Thus, they had a 
common motive that made an alliance 
more attractive than mutual animosity.” 

The longstanding animosity between 
Castro and the mob would have been no 
obstacle to collaboration against a com- 
mon enemy,, the report notes. “Mafia 
figures are . rational, .pragmatic : ‘bu- 
sinessmen’who often realign their asso- 
ciations and form partnerships with ex - . 
enemies when it is expedient” ~ ; H ■ i 1 '? 
■;V: The evidence gathered by the com- 
mittee indicates that the Cuban-Mafia 
. conspirators “could have considered 
using the resources at their disposal to 
increase their power and alleviate their 
problems 1 by.' assassinating President 

v ' ; ," , ’ 

M Muddying the waters even more is 
the possibility that anti-Castro Cubans 
-..'may- have been involved: ' “Many of 
them,” the report says, “had come to 
conclude that the UJS- president was an 
.obstacle • requiring, elimination, even 
.more urgently than, the Cuban .dicta- 
tor.” ■ • - A 

... Why does the committee discount 
Roselli’s version of the Castro-Mafia alli- 
ance? “The committee considered it sig- 
nificant that Roselli’s public revelations 


about the plot corresponded with Ms ef- 
forts to avoid deportation in 1966 and 
1971, and. to escape prosecution for ille- 
gal gambiing activities in 1967.” Roselli, 
the committee suggests, may have 
hoped to get CIA intervention in his 
legal difficulties “as a price for his 
agreeing to make no further disclos- 
ures.” ... y-- ; - / . . ; 

Ironically, while the committee didn’t 
buy Roselli’s story, “it was his death that 
really pushed the committee” to study 
the Mafia possibility in depth and come 
up with the alternative theory, a source, 
told our associate Tony Capaccio. ^ ^ A- 
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Break for Banks— Many of the 
nation’s charities are unwittingly d/S-. 
nating money to recipients who need 
■ it the least — the banks:-, 

• ProoXof this is easily available to 
anyone who has sent a check/tb a fa-, 
vorite charity. Just look at the cancel- 
ed check aqd note the date it was. writ-., 
ten and the (late it was cashed. The dif- 
ference conkitutes the( number of; 
days your bank had free use of . the 
' money you donated, jf 
■' Our random sampling showed that 
the fastest charitwaepositor was the] 
*• Prison Fellowship,' ^Christian mission]! 
to aid convicts. A. donation was on its 
way to the bank the same day xt'.was 
. received- / T..zK : 

' : ' Others, ' including - the" Disabled 
AmericanVveterans, the YMCA, the 
. Heart , Fund, Christmas Seals and the 
American Civil Liberties Union, took' 
from several days to weeks to get their] 
money in the bank. Ones Tempre Uni- 
Wsity, took more thamtwcrmonras to 
deposit a check: jg* 
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